Cutaneous crystalline deposits in myeloma.
Myeloma is a plasma cell malignancy that usually presents with systemic manifestations or symptoms related to bone involvement. We describe the first case of crystalline protein deposition in the skin as the initial manifestation of myeloma. Crystals were found mainly in the extracellular space in the dermis of both involved and uninvolved skin in the absence of plasma cell infiltration. Crystals were also found in conjunctival tissue and bone marrow. We have described a unique case of myeloma that presented as facial and eyelid swelling. There were crystalline deposits in the skin and conjunctivae, but mechanisms of crystal formation and the factors causing local deposition were not established. However, treatment of the underlying disorder leads to resolution of the cutaneous features of crystal deposition.